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https://www.facebook.com/UFIFASGovernmentalAffairs/
https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/3-6-23-senate-committee-on-agriculture/
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FYIFAS Week 2 – March 17th, 2023……….top of the roller coaster! 

https://www.facebook.com/UFIFASGovernmentalAffairs/
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=77928&SessionId=99
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=77486&SessionId=99
https://news.ufl.edu/2023/03/uf-benefits-fl/
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FYIFAS Week 3 – March 24th, 2023………. First round 

https://www.facebook.com/UFIFASGovernmentalAffairs/
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FYIFAS Week 4 – March 31st, 2023………. Things are moving. 

https://www.facebook.com/UFIFASGovernmentalAffairs/
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FYIFAS Week 5 – April 7th, 2023………. Hump Week, Halfway There. 

https://www.facebook.com/UFIFASGovernmentalAffairs/
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FYIFAS Week 6 – April 14th, 2023………. GO Gators! 

 
Gator Day 2023 was a resounding success! This year was the 62nd annual Gator Day, bringing together our 
amazing students, alumni, and faculty to celebrate the Gator Nation at the Florida Capitol. The historic halls 
were fully adorned in orange and blue and the excitement was tangible.  
 

This year, we brought tantilizing sights, 
flavor, and smells with displays of 
UF/IFAS research on Florida grown finger 
limes from CREC, vanilla from TREC, 
blueberries developed from our 
horitcultural sciences program, and 
honey researched at our Honey Bee Lab. 
We also displayed our utilization of 
artificial intelligence, CALS, and the 

amazing reach and impact of Florida 4-H for Florida’s Youth. 
 
We received fantastic feedback and 
excitement around UF/IFAS’s work for 
Florida Agriculture in research, extension, 
and teaching. Thank you to everyone 
involved in making the UF/IFAS Farmers 
Market at the Capitol possible! 
 
That being said, 4-H day is coming up fast. 
On April 19th, we are excited to join the over 
1000 planned attendees in showcasing the 
very best Florida 4-H has to offer. If you are in town, please come see us at the 4-H Reception. Details can be 
found here.  
 
With all the excitement going on, let us assure you, we are laser focused on the UF/IFAS budget as we 
continue to engage legislators and staff on our projects. There’s not much to report on since last week but 
with only three weeks left until Sine Die, it is crunch time. There were numerous policy bills, some of which 
garnering hours of debate, passing through both chambers this week, so budget proceedings have been on 
hold, but the posturing has begun. We are anticipating the budget conferencing to kick off next week – but 
that could change in 5 minutes - so stay tuned!  
 

https://www.facebook.com/UFIFASGovernmentalAffairs/
https://crec.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://trec.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://hos.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/honey-bee/
https://cals.ufl.edu/
https://florida4h.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/florida-4-h-day-at-the-capitol-alumni-friends-reception-tickets-602490524377
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FYIFAS Week 8 – April 24th, 2023………. Play Ball! 

There are less than 2 weeks, (11 days) (1 weekend) (270 hours) left in the 2023 Florida legislative session. 
The budget negotiations have begun. Allocations were released over the weekend and budget conference 
meetings have been going on all day.   
 
These are the playoffs for legislators, staff, and lobbyists alike. The next 2 weeks will determine the success or 
failure of the appropriation project or policy they have been working on for the last 6 months. We are on 1-
hour notice – which means we will get an email announcing a committee meeting 1 hour prior to the start 
time. 
 
The no-joke rule is solidly in place, people are grumpy, their hands are cramped from holding their phones 24-
hours a day and if they aren’t talking on their phones, they are talking to themselves.  I’m not joking – it’s 
against the rules. 
 
At this point, UF/IFAS is in good shape going into budget conference.  The first run of negotiations across the 
budget silos has been presented today. All or part of our funding requests are in the first proposals, which is 
required to be considered for the final budget. In short, we’re still in play! 
 
Here is what we have on the field: 
 

• UF/IFAS Workload (Base Budget) 

• Nutrient Rate Funding  

• Center for Applied Artificial Intelligence in Agriculture 

• Microbiology Teaching Lab Expansion 

• Southwest Florida Research and Education Center Update 

• Animal Sciences Horse Teaching Unit 

There are a few projects not on this list as they were submitted by legislators and each appropriation would be 
a significant benefit to UF/IFAS. There is a lot of work left to do, but we are feeling optimistic.  
 
SO, it’s that time again……cross your fingers, find a 4-leaf clover (looking at you 4-H), light a candle, dust off 
your rabbit’s foot, wish upon a falling star or whatever it is you do for good luck.  We’ll take it. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/UFIFASGovernmentalAffairs/
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FYIFAS Week 9 - May 4th, 2023………. Record Setting Session! 
 

You still there? We apologize for keeping you “left on read” and on the edge of your seats this 
past week and a half. But let me tell you, we have been quite busy!  
 
We have been on the front lines advocating for many UF/IFAS priority projects, and then 
some. This year the total in a state budget has climbed to $116 billion, the largest in Florida’s 
history. There are historic investments in Florida’s higher education system, environment, 
healthcare, rainy day funds, and just about every other silo as we shine bright into the future.  
 
Once the budget is laid on legislators’ desks, the 72-hour waiting period begins before they 
can vote on the full budget known as the “General Appropriations Act”. The final House and 
Senate budget numbers were aligned Monday and all there is left to do is debate and vote the 
bill. Dare we say it, Legislative Session will end on time this year! 
 
So, here are some of the long-awaited highlights of how UF/IFAS did in the FY 23-24 Budget: 
 

• $3,862,872 recurring funding for UF/IFAS Workload 

• $6,200,000 for the UF/IFAS Nutrient Rate Study (BMPs) 

• $10,965,880 for the UF/IFAS Center for Artificial Intelligence 

• $2,750,000 for the Main Campus Microbiology Teaching Laboratory Expansion 

• $1,435,000 for a UF/IFAS Southwest Florida REC Expansion 

• $1,992,650 for the Animal Sciences Horse Teaching Unit 

• $1,997,280 for the UF/IFAS Millhopper Campus Lakewatch Building 

We are thrilled and exceptionally grateful to have had this many UF/IFAS initiatives included in 
this year’s budget. We are also delighted to report that the legislature invested in the 
University of Florida as a whole, adopting remarkable investments to enhance overall 
operational support funding, construction efforts across campus and throughout the state.  
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/UFIFASGovernmentalAffairs/
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None of this would be possible without the tremendous support and work of our Legislative 
champions & staff, UF leadership, and stakeholders. This year’s investment into the University 
of Florida is a true testament to the incredible impacts of the Gator Nation throughout the 
State of Florida, the United States, and the world.  
 
The job is not finished however, the next stop is the Governor’s desk for signature.  We’re 
currently working with the Governor’s office as we champion the projects from the next 
budget hurdle, the dreaded line-item veto. The final approved budget goes into effect July 1. 
 
Overall, we are sincerely grateful for the support and input you, our friends, have had on this 
year’s session. We hope you will join us next year, for another potentially captivating, 
fascinating, riveting, completely engrossing (ok, that may be a bit of exaggeration) season of 
FYIFAS! 
 
 
  
 
 
 
Mary Ann Hooks  
Director, Governmental Affairs  
UF/IFAS  
 

Christopher Hodge 
Assistant Director, Governmental Affairs 
UF/IFAS 

  

https://www.facebook.com/UFIFASGovernmentalAffairs/

