Florida Agricultural Council
Annual Meeting
Mid-Florida Research and Education Center
Apopka, Florida
November 8, 2010
Minutes

The meeting was called to order on November 8, 2010 at 1:05 by Mike Branch at the Mid-Florida REC in Apopka.  Those in attendance were: Alan Shelby, Ben Bolusky, Brent Sutton, Bruce Christmas, Bryan Cooksey, Don Doggett, Gene Mooney, Hugh Gramling, Joe Wright, John Beuttenmuller, Wade Grigsby, John Hoblick, Madeline Mellinger, Marty Tanner, Mike Aerts, Mike Branch, Mike Milicevic, Pat Cockrell, Reggie Brown, Ron O’Connor, Steve Basford, Ted Campbell, David Boozer, Joe Joyce, Jack payne, Mark Rieger, Larry Arrington, Mary Ann Gosa, Millie Ferrer-Chancey, Mack Glass, Kevin Morgan & Ron Hamel. 
Treasurer’s report and membership status (attached) was made by Dr. Joe Joyce for Sec/Treas Sutton.
Regional Advisory Committee Meetings:  Joe Joyce gave a quick overview of the summer 2010 Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) meetings indicating attendance was good with the main topics of discussion being an IFAS update by Dr. Jack Payne and the results of a recent county-by-county economic impact of agriculture and kindred industries by Dr. Alan Hodges.  The next round of RAC meetings will occur February 4-11, 2011.  The main topics of discussion will be a discussion by Dr. Tracy Irani relative the Public Issue Education (PIE) effort IFAS is conducting, legislative update prior to the session and status of the numerical nutrient standards issue.  Dr. Joyce also discussed the potential split of Region 5 into two regions, thus, creating 6 regions.  The region would be split north to south.  The main reason would be to increase membership and attendance from the SW and SE coasts.  The FAC expressed no concerns, if the Region 5 members concurred.  The plan is to discuss the proposal with them in February.
IFAS Update:  Dr. Jack Payne, new SVP for IFAS, expressed his appreciation for the reception and initial cooperation and support he has received from IFAS stakeholders.  He greatly values the relationship with industry and vowed to keep IFAS relevant, responsive and viable.  He noted that he had requested a list of priority faculty position needs from the IFAS units and received 35 requests; however, IFAS only has recurring funding for 4 positions and these were being allocated. The new UF budget model is not conducive to research and extension funding, and we are working with the UF administration and legislators to resolve the issue. Dr. Payne indicated he had spent considerable time visiting with legislators and was impressed with the knowledge and commitment for IFAS programs and agriculture in general.  He thanked the group for helping him gain an understanding of the special nature of agriculture and legislative issues in Florida.  B. Christmas indicated we need to continue to stress and market the important role of agriculture in Florida.  Dr. Payne indicated that the PIE program and a reorganization of our IFAS Communications Services organization will help in these efforts.  The importance of the linkages with research and extension and their economic impacts would also be stressed.  IFAS will also work cooperatively with the newly elected Commissioner of DACS to accomplish this.  Dr. Payne indicated that 6 new members would soon be appointed to the UF Board of Trustees and we are attempting to ensure an “ag” representative is appointed.  
Legislative Budget Requests and Legislative update:  Mary Ann Gosa, IFAS Legislative Affairs Director, discussed the results of the election noting that IFAS lost two key federal House members, Adam Putnam and Alan Boyd.  The incoming Florida House and Senate have some key positions, which will be helpful in the upcoming session.  Mary Ann noted that the state economic forecast “only” indicates a $2.5 billion shortfall, much less than the $5.3 billion shortfall earlier anticipated. A copy of Mary Ann’s power point will be posted on the FAC website http://vp.ifas.ufl.edu with the User Name: RAC_members and Password: 4_racusers.  Mary Ann and Larry Arrington briefly discussed the IFAS 2011 State Legislative Budget Requests (LBRs) and their activities with the various industry groups in gathering support for them. This request falls under the State University budget initiative known as “Florida First”.  Joe Joyce made a similar presentation on the Federal LBRs.  Both of these presentations can also be found on the FAC website.  A general discussion ensued on how to communicate the importance of ag research and extension for agriculture and thus on the economy of Florida.  IFAS agreed to put together a summary of Dr. Hodges talk at the RACs and prepare it so that members could use it at community forums such as Rotary and Kiwanis. 
Election of Board of Directors: A motion and second was made to re-elect Ben Bolusky, Gene Mooney, Alan Shelby, Ron O’Connor, Joe Wright and Marty Tanner to another term as a member of the Florida Agriculture Council. Motion passed unanimously. One member, Cammy Hinton desired to rotate off the Board, and she will be missed.  Mike Branch asked Ron O'Conner, Mike Aerts, Ted Campbell, and Pat Cockrell to be looking for a replacement for Cammy, and present that person to the Board at our next Spring Board Meeting.

Meeting Adjourned 2:45 PM
