Florida Agricultural Council

Board Meeting

Marie Livingston’s Steakhouse

Tallahassee, Florida

Wednesday, March 11, 2009

Minutes
In attendance: Brent Sutton, Larry Arrington, Mary Ann Gosa, Mark McLellan, Millie Ferrer, Mike Branch, Bryan Cooksey, Ben Bolusky, Keith Davis, Gene Mooney,
Ron O’Connor, Robbie Roberson, Joe Wright, Kevin Morgan, Steve Basford,
Alan Shelby, Jane Adams, Joe Hilliard, II, Mike Milicevic, Wade Grigsby,
Melissa Orth.
This meeting was called to order at 10:35 a.m. by President Branch.

President Branch welcomed everyone.

Minutes to Board Meeting

Upon a motion duly made and seconded, it was voted unanimously to approve the minutes to the Florida Agricultural Council’s annual meeting held on November 5, 2008 in Balm, Florida. One correction was made on the spelling of Ron O’Connor’s name.

Introductions Were Made by Everyone in Attendance.

An update on the health of Pat Cockrell was given.

Nominating Committee

President Branch asked Brent Sutton, Ron O’Connor and Ben Bolusky to serve.

Report of the Secretary/Treasurer

The Treasurer’s report for October 1, 2008 through January 31, 2009 was reviewed. The list of members who have paid and not paid their dues was reviewed. It was brought to the attention of the Treasurer that there are a number of members not listed. The list will be updated to include everyone.

Legislative Update

Mary Ann Gosa reported on the budget problems in Tallahassee. She estimated that the state will be between 200-300 million dollars short in revenue. The governor’s budget is overly-optimistic. The federal economic stimulus payment is being debated. Significant cuts (over 5 billion) is going to be asked for. She handed out a report “Update on Budget cuts since 2007-08”. Jane Adams, from the University of Florida added that the cuts were going to be painful.

Robbie Roberson, Ben Bolusky and Dr. Mark McLellan reported on their trip to Washington DC. For a change, the federal officials were wondering what was going on in Tallahassee. Robbie also said that no stimulus money is going to land grant universities.

Gators for Higher Education

Jane Adams and Melissa Orth, from President Machen’s office, reported on the new campain to encourage University of Florida friends to contact their legislators to support funding for the University of Florida. Over 13 million dollars is needed in non-recurring funds for the UF medical school. A website has been created to sign up to have access to contact information for everyone’s legislators. A bill has been proposed to increase tuition 15% per year which the Governor now supports. The new website is gatorsforhighered@ufl.edu.


Overview and Discussion of:

Fy 2009-2010 Budget

Dr. Larry Arrington reported on the IFAS 2009-10 budget. He mentioned this item was discussed at all the recent RAC meetings. President Machen has asked all departments for a 10% cut. That figure would cut 16 ½ million dollars. IFAS is hoping the research and extension workload formula will help to reduce the magnitude of the cut similar to the proposed tuition increase for the University System.

Vacant faculty positions have been cut and may be moved to other funding sources. Some programs will be eliminated. Dr Arrington’s office will decide where the cuts will be made. Question was asked about the possibility of salary cuts. Dr. Arrington reported that some faculty have offered to take a pay cut to keep some programs going. Discussion then followed about the concern of keeping faculty at IFAS.

Legislative visiting plans

Mary Ann discussed the plan and strategy for the afternoon’s office visits at the capital. Dr. Arrington handed out the budget for the state university system 2009-2010.

Announcements

-Dr Joyce’s nephew was fatally injured in a car accident and that is why Dr. Joyce was not at today’s meeting.

-Upcoming RAC meetings agenda and dates were announced.

-Dr. Arrington reported that the search for Dr. Cheek’s replacement would still not start until after June 1, 2009.

-President Branch appointed Mary Hartney, Mac Glass and Ray Capelouto to the Ag Council.

Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 11.45A.M..

Respectfully submitted,

Brent Sutton 

Secretary/Treasurer, Florida Agricultural Council

