Florida Agricultural Council

Board Meeting

Wednesday, November 5, 2008

Balm, Florida

Minutes

In Attendance  


Joe Joyce, Robbie Roberson, Jimmy G. Cheek, Steve Basford, Bruce Christmas, Mike Branch, Sonny Williamson, Wade Grigsby, Lyn Cacella, Hugh Gramling, Pat Cockrell, Rick Roth, Alan Shelby, Marty Tanner, Ron O’Conner, Brent Sutton, John L. Hoblick, David Still, Kirby Barrick, Larry R. Arrington, Cammy Hinton, Reggie Brown, Ray Hodge, Wayne Mackay, Cindy Littlejohn, Joshua Craft, Mike Milicevic, Gene Mooney, Don Doggett, Mark McLellan, Fred Walters, Mike Alerts, Bryan Cooksey III, Mary Hartney.

The meeting was called to order at 10:03 A.M.  By President Roberson.

President Roberson welcomed everyone and introduced Dr. Jack Rechcigl, center director for the Gulf Coast Research and Education Center.  Dr. Rechcigl encouraged everyone to stay for tours and attend the trade show being held at the center.  He talked about the history of the station, operation and the staff.  President Roberson thanked him for being our host.

Minutes to Board Meeting 

Upon a motion duly made and seconded, it was voted unanimously to approve the minutes to the Florida Agricultural Council’s board meeting held on March 12, 2008 in Tallahassee, Florida. 

Report of the Secretary/Treasurer

The Treasurer’s report for March 1, 2008 through September 30, 2008 was reviewed.  Motion was made, seconded and voted unanimously for approval.

Introductions were made by everyone in attendance.

Nominating Committee Report

Brent Sutton reported on behalf of Mary Hartney that the nominating committee proposed:

1) That all 12 of the board of directors be re-elected for another two-year term expiring December 31, 2010.

2) That the following be proposed as officers for 2009:

      President: Mike Branch with Smurfit Inc.

                  Vice President: Mike Milicevic with Lykes Bros. Inc. 

                  Secretary/Treasurer: Brent Sutton with Growers Fertilizer Corp.

Motion was made, seconded and passed unanimously to close nominations and to accept the nominating committee’s recommendations.  John Hoblick, president of the Fla. Farm Bureau, was then appointed to the Ag Council by President Roberson.

FAC/RAC Website 
Dr. Joyce reported to the council how to use the new website and to also let the council know that the Ag. Council information had been added. Pat Cockrell expressed his appreciation of having the website.

Overview and discussion of FY2007-08 Budget Reduction
Dr. Jimmy Cheek thanked everyone for attending and was impressed with the number of people we had attending the meeting.  He has also been impressed with the attendance and outcomes of the Regional Ag. Council Meetings.  Dr. Cheek then made a presentation explaining the budget cuts of over 17 million dollars that was taken out of IFAS last year.  He expects another cut this year.  The utilities and physical plant costs did not change much.  Most of the cost cutting was in staff salaries.  Other funding sources were also discussed, being counties, SHARE, Federal, Grants, Contracts & Royalty Income (almost 4.5 million dollars from blueberries, strawberries and Centrocom).  IFAS has the lowest reserves that they have ever had. 

Regional Advisory Council Meetings Response to Cuts

Steve Basford reported on other budget cutting suggestions made at the RAC meetings.  Ron O’Conner mentioned that Bright Futures Scholarships should not be need based.  Dr. Cheek thought there might had been a misprint on the handout.  He also pointed out that the University of Florida at $3,200.00 per year is one of the cheapest public Universities in the country.  The University of Tennessee is over $6,000.00 per year.  Discussion then ensued over various ways to cut the budget.  Pat Cockrell is concerned about the word “eliminate” older facilities that were listed.  Suggested using buildings instead of facilities.  Discussion then focused on producing a flyer that showed the current economic impact of Florida agriculture.  Rick Roth expressed his concern over the U.S. Sugar Corporation buy-out in the glades area.  Cindy Littlejohn said that communication is needed with our new legislators.  John Hoblick then reported on his meeting with Dr. Machen the previous day about the resignation of Dr. Cheek.  Dr. Machen asked for support for a tuition increase.  He will not name an intern until the first of 2009.  A search committee will be appointed to name a new senior Vice President of Agriculture by July 1, 2009.  Dr. Cheek suggested the committee should be no more than 15 people.  He also announced that Cindy Littlejohn has resigned as the lobbyist for IFAS.  Dr. Joyce announced that Maryann Gosa with the Florida Farm Bureau will be hired as the new lobbyist for IFAS.

Meeting Adjourned:  11:50 A.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Brent Sutton

Secretary/Treasurer, Florida Ag. Council  

