
To address 21st Century Priorities, IFAS stakeholders have demanded that IFAS will: 
1. Move Florida to energy independence.  Programs for the future will focus on biofuel development, energy crops, and second generation biotechnology related to energy.
2. Help all agricultural and natural resources industries advance and be profitable.  Specific priorities include new production systems, crop diversification through genetic improvement, mechanization/labor, and Best Management Practice development.
3.  Develop science and education programs to better utilize, protect and conserve water supplies.  Programs will focus on urban and agricultural best management practices.  Development of drought tolerant plants and efficient irrigation technologies are key areas.
4. Contribute to economic development and provide science to shape policy development in Florida.  The focus will be on the development of new industries including high value crops for agricultural producers.  IFAS science will drive policy development related to growth and the environment.
5. Help defend Florida from emerging pests and diseases.  Programs will enhance homeland security for Florida particularly related to bioterrorism and agro-terrorism for Florida citizens and tourists.  IFAS will lead in training first responders and will establish a network throughout the Caribbean to detect pest and disease threats before they arrive. 
6. Bring high tech industry to Florida through new biotechnology and genetics initiatives for 21st century competitiveness.  Genetics programs will contribute to the quality and diversity of Florida’s agricultural, forestry, and natural resources products.  Furthermore, programs will create new food products and biofuels that contribute to Florida’s economy and the health of its residents.
7. Focus on protecting and preserving Florida’s environment and natural resources.  Programs developed to teach Florida Friendly Landscaping and integrated pest management will reduce the impacts of growth and development on both the rural and urban populations.  IFAS is committed to economic development through increasing the value of eco-tourism in Florida with efforts that include the re-establishment of specific wildlife species and habitat.  Bioremediation to clean the environment will also be a major focus.  
8. Apply proven science developed for agricultural and natural resources to urban challenges and needs such as water and energy.  Specific programs will include low impact development, energy and water conservation, and wind resistant housing.
9. Enhance Florida’s competitiveness in the global economic environment.  Programs will focus on giving Florida agriculture a competitive advantage internationally.  Priority programs will focus on minimizing the potential effects of climate change.  IFAS science and education programs will form the basis for opportunities for carbon sequestration credits.
10. Human Development Programs will focus on economic stability for families and creating healthier children and families through nutrition education programs.  Increasing emphasis will be placed on food safety programs.  Youth development programs will engage young people in the science of agricultural and natural resources.  Workforce development for agricultural and natural resources industries is a top priority for the future.  

*
Research and extension priorities are developed in close collaboration with citizens throughout 
the state. 
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