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Welcome everyone, to a day of hope and a day of solutions. In true UF style, this is a team effort. I’m so glad to have the opportunity to partner with Gen. Kratzer and Charlie Lane on a food pantry, as well as our off-campus partner Bread of the Mighty.

We’re here today because last year we documented a serious problem at UF: We’ve got hungry students on our campus, especially those on scholarships.

I knew my AAU and SEC colleagues were experiencing campus hunger challenges, and I figured we weren’t immune to them here. At IFAS, we make decisions based on evidence, so I commissioned a survey. It uncovered a much more widespread problem than anyone had realized.

IFAS is also a solutions organization, so there wasn’t a lot of hand-wringing. We simply took action. You see the start of it here this morning, but Anna Prizzia has been working toward this day for a year. Thank you, Anna, for getting us to this point.

Feeding people is complex. So while we celebrate today’s groundbreaking of a place the hungry can go for food, I see this building as part of a larger anti-hunger strategy.

Our new Field and Fork Campus Food Program will address the symptoms of this scourge – hunger pangs – with this food pantry.

But Field and Fork will also give students the tools to address the causes. We’ve just started a UF Community Farm as a space for both faculty to run student projects and for students to learn to grow things on their own. Their output could end up in food pantry coolers. It presents the possibility of faculty designing projects for the pantry right into their courses.

Students, too, can become peer-to-peer teachers. Our Extension faculty can train our students to teach cooking, budgeting to stretch food dollars, and eating healthy.

By acting as a dot-connector for what are now isolated food efforts, Field and Fork can strengthen food security efforts campuswide. For example, it can highlight our culinary student union cooking classes and competitions to connect more students – needy or not – to healthy food.

As I wrote in today’s Gainesville Sun, this isn’t just the right thing to do. It’s the smart thing to do. This is more than charity. It’s a learning opportunity, and our students will be doing much of the work.

Through teaching and operations work in the Field and Fork, our students will learn about food bank operations, food safety, post-harvest handling, and other aspects of the system that connects farm to fork.

They’ll do it with the support of a whole team of UF professionals who always keep their eyes on the prize of supporting student success. They include Dave Kratzer, Jen Day Shaw, Tanja Philhower, Anthony DeSantis and their team at the Division of Student Affairs, the Dean of Students Office, Housing & Residence Education, and RecSports; COO Charlie Lane and Vice President for Business Affairs Curtis Reynolds; Harold Barrand of the College of Planning, Design & Construction; Angela Lindner of the College of Engineering; Carolyn Cox of the Florida Climate Institute; Gator Dining Services; UF Student Government; Sue Percival of the IFAS Department of Food Science & Human Nutrition; and Kevin Heinecka of IFAS Facilities.

Again, I also thank Bread of the Mighty Food Bank for their counsel and partnership as we launch our own food bank.

In conclusion, I’ll quote one of my heroes, Norman Borlaug, whose work in agriculture is credited with saving a billion lives.

Borlaug said, “The first essential component of social justice is adequate food for all mankind. Food is the moral right of all who are born into this world.”

Today is a small step we take toward defending that moral right. And it’s going to make UF and the world a better place.

Thank you.










