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Hello, everyone, and thanks for being here for this celebration. 

It’s morning in Immokalee! By that I don’t just mean the time of day, but morning in the life of a 57-year-old center.

Because after you learn about the plans and details for the facilities, what we celebrate today is IFAS’s long-term commitment to the future of the Southwest Florida Recreation and Education Center.

We’re able to talk about substantial expansion and big dreams for Immokalee today because the Legislature provided the money to make it happen. Thank you to the legislators who are here today and all lawmakers and legislative staff who helped secure this investment in Immokalee’s future.

Thanks, too, to the growers and other Southwest Florida leaders who spoke up and helped us educate the Legislature on the need for this expansion. Your support is invaluable.

Today is happening because of your ability to see the future. Many of you here could picture in your mind’s eye what Immokalee is capable of if given the tools to do it. By next March, there will be a sticks-and-bricks version of that vision.

It’s a future of more UF faculty making more discoveries, telling you how to get the most out of your soil, how BMPs affect your bottom line, how to manage citrus diseases, how to get your crops to outcompete weeds, and more.

We don’t know exactly when we’ll get all the resources we need to fill this new building with the expertise that will allow IFAS to do even more for Collier County and Southwest Florida.

But this day proves that with persistence, together we find solutions. Whether that’s a years-long campaign to fund an expansion or a simple field trial to improve farming practices, our best bet to getting where we need to be is by going together.

Southwest Florida exemplifies the three-way partnership of government, the private sector and the land-grant university. This partnership will become ever more vital as our problems become thornier, our resources more scarce, and the stakes higher.

Just as we tackle the big challenges together, so, too, should we celebrate our triumphs together. So I’m glad to see so many folks here who helped make this day possible.

IFAS is all about solutions. We’re good at it because we have such a wide range of tools. Sometimes it’s the gleaming promise of cutting-edge biotechnology. Other times, it’s going old-school, like bringing Calvin back after almost 20 years to lead a research and education center into a new era.
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Old or new, though, our most important tool is partnership. We have strong relationships because we all want many of the same things – health, prosperity, a better world bequeathed to our children than we inherited from our parents.

Today is a chance for us to acknowledge the importance of these relationships. You’re here today because this is going to be your house, too.

May it stand for decades to come. And may it be the site of solutions.

Thank you.










