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[President Fuchs precedes JMP at podium, introduces JMP]

Thanks, Kent. And thanks for coming to this event and demonstrating again that you’re a land-grant president.

Good morning everyone. One of the things I love about leading IFAS is that it’s data-driven and information-driven, even when we’re making decisions from the heart.

About two years ago I read about the existence of food pantries on other campuses. It triggered a question in me. Do we have hidden hunger here?

If even one student is hungry, that’s a problem for me. So I commissioned a survey designed by my faculty to answer my question. 

The answer turned out to be a resounding yes. Of course it was followed by more questions. What to do? Who will do it? If not us, who?

Fortunately, those questions were also being raised in Tigert Hall. On both ends, in fact. VP of Student Affairs Dave Kratzer was having students show up on his doorstep desperate for something to eat. Word spread to the other end of the building where COO Charlie Lane has a both passion for this issue and the power of the purse when it comes to facilities. Charlie quickly got on board. So our three offices, as well as Joselin in student government, came together to fund this project.

Free groceries are an important way we can sew up the seams in the safety net. But where we really create a safety net is by keeping students away from the brink of hunger in the first place. We’ll feed students’ minds so they can feed their stomachs.

College of Agricultural and Life Sciences students will be teaching classes on cooking, nutrition, and budgeting. Our community farm will offer demonstrations for students and others on how to grow some of their own food. It’s a whole anti-hunger program. It’s how we’ll make our impact last longer than a day.

We have two special guests here who know a thing or two about feeding people. Alan and Cathy Hitchcock have their surname on about 10 grocery stores.

I’m so grateful to announce the reason they’re here. They have just committed to a leadership gift that will go toward expansion of this facility behind me. Their generosity will make it possible for the Field & Fork Food Pantry to help many more people in our campus community.

The Hitchcocks’ gift could buy nearly a million servings of Ramen at the supermarket. What it will actually do is double and the size of the pantry and possibly even triple it. Alan has also told us he’ll help us with contacts in the industry as we seek in-kind gifts of equipment. 

Thank you, Alan and Cathy, from the bottom of our hearts and the bottom of our stomachs. 

I’m glad CALS Dean Elaine Turner is here today, too. She is a great connector of people and causes. She oversees the Challenge 2050 project, which connects students to one of the grand challenges of our time – how to feed a projected 9.7 billion people on this planet by mid-century. 

Dean Turner connected the Hitchcocks with the pantry. They first talked it over at a Gator football game last year. With not much to distract them on the field [ahem, ahem] the Hitchcocks  wanted to learn more, and here we are today.

The Hitchcocks will also be advising us on Phase II construction, sharing what they know about supermarket design.

I believe today will be a turning point in wiping out the hidden hunger of a college campus so all our students can focus on learning. We need every future leader we can enlist to pursue the Gator good of feeding the world.

After all, we need to produce more food in the coming decades than we have in the history of agriculture. By helping hungry Gators now, we help feed the future.

Thank you Anna and Tanja, President Fuchs, General Kratzer, Charlie Lane, President Padron-Rasines and Alan and Cathy Hitchcock for making today possible.

[bookmark: _GoBack]And now, Vice President of Student Affairs Dave Kratzer.







