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There are many reasons to care for horses. For the 440,000 Floridians involved in the equine industry – that’s more than the population of Miami -- horses are their co-workers.

This facility says we care about our co-workers.

It also reminds us that in Florida, horse health means economic health. We have half a million horses in the state. That’s more than Kentucky has. They help us produce $3 billion in goods and services annually.

That IFAS and UF Health both have a hand in the College of Veterinary Medicine is no accident. It reflects our awareness that medicine, on the way to saving millions of lives, has overlooked one of its own maladies – the tendency to divide itself by the species of patient. Here is one place we integrate what we learn about medicine, whether it comes out of veterinary or human health.

UF, IFAS, UF Health and the College have built the Equine Sports Performance Complex out of a commitment to our traditional three-part land-grant mission:

Service: When horses and their handlers come to this complex, they’ll have access to cutting-edge expertise and technology to help solve real-world problems for the citizens of Florida and the animals they care so much about.

Teaching: Having access to naturally occurring clinical cases will provide veterinary medical students an outstanding opportunity to learn the very latest in diagnostics and treatments in the presence of world-class clinician educators.

Research: The remarkable breadth of this university makes possible scientific collaborations across disciplines and colleges that in this case will provide an invaluable ability to focus research energies and resources on health conditions of importance to both horses and humans.
We’re just up the road from a place that calls itself the horse capital of the world. It has created some of the most finely tuned animals on the planet.

We saw how finely tuned 36 years ago, when Affirmed won the Belmont Stakes to complete the Triple Crown. No horse has done it since. Tomorrow’s race will either break the streak or grow Affirmed’s legend.

No plaque marks where Affirmed was born, but it was less than a 40-minute drive from here. In contrast, I hope this complex stands for ages as testimony that Florida is a great horse state and a state for great horses.
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