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Welcome, everyone, and thank you for coming to the Range Cattle Research and Education Center Field Day.

That you’re all here demonstrates that we share a commitment to science. I expect that you’ll leave here today knowing at least a little bit more than you do right now.

It also demonstrates how together, we help the cattle industry thrive in South Florida.

Take the building you see right here, for example.

Brand spanking new. The Grazinglands Education Building makes it possible for us to do a better job putting on programs for you like today’s.

It wasn’t just us that built it. It was you, too. The Florida Cattlemen’s Foundation -- to which many of you contribute -- and the Mosaic Foundation paid for construction. So thank you, Florida cattlemen and Mosaic.

You also helped us build something even more impressive – the team of experts you’ll hear from today. Three years ago, the Legislature appropriated money that John Arthington has used to hire 6 (six) top-notch faculty. 

We didn’t do that alone. You helped. Some of you were with us during the years of advocacy it took before we successfully made the case for additional investment in the Range Cattle REC and IFAS. You called legislators’ offices, you wrote letters, and some of you even left your ranches to walk the halls of the Capitol.

[bookmark: _GoBack]You’ve seen the payoff from using your voice. You’ve got Chris Prevatt crunching numbers to determine the payoff of using the latest IFAS science on your ranch. You’ve got Raoul Boughton collaring coyotes and documenting how many calves they cost you. They weren’t part of the team yet last time we had a Field Day in Ona.

We need you to use your voice again. With just over three weeks left in the legislative session, the Senate is threatening to yank some of that animal agriculture money back. And this is a year when the state is running in the black.

It’s not just an Ona thing, so if we can’t stave off these cuts it doesn’t automatically mean you’re going to lose faculty here. But it would force me to look at our animal science operations here, in Gainesville and in Marianna, and play King Solomon. It won’t be pretty.

So, please, call your legislators – especially your senators – and ask them to support the House position in support of continuing the animal agriculture LBR at its full amount. You might get a young staffer who wasn’t here three years ago. The might ask about bill numbers and other trivia. There’s no need to get down in the weeds. Their bosses will know about the animal agriculture funding. And your voice is most powerful when it’s personal, not when it’s reciting figures and facts. Tell them how the experts here today have helped you to solve problems and to prosper.

And you can make these calls two-fers if you’ll also support our request for an additional $5.5 million in what we call workload funding. Essentially we’re asking for about a 3 percent raise to help rebuild IFAS after a long, tough budgetary stretch in which we had to shrink our staff statewide by 30 faculty and 300 staff.

We know you need more from us. The workload request will allow us to take stock of where the greatest needs are for Florida agriculture and natural resources and hire people to start catching up on that backlog.

The full $5.5 million is in the House’s version of the budget. But again, the Senate is failing us. Their budget has only $1 million for an IFAS raise.

So together let’s make sure the Senate knows what a great investment agriculture R&D is. Respected academics estimate the return on investment in agricultural research at 20 to 1.

You know, I spent a lot of time out West, in California with Ducks Unlimited and at Utah State. Out there, a lot of the ranching is done on federal lands. Ranchers are renters.

But here, ranching is much more private enterprise. Your land, your investment, your animals…. and your risk. You’re the heirs to the pioneers in A Land Remembered. I put that book into the hands of every new hire I meet at UF – including our new president, Kent Fuchs. I was on the presidential search committee, which put me in a position to champion a candidate with a land-grant background like President Fuchs’s and to give him the book after a two-hour one-on-one recruiting dinner during which he persuaded me that he “gets” ag and will be a strong supporter of IFAS.

So listen hard today. Or as one of my good friends at FDACS says, “Squint with your ears!”

And when you leave, speak. Use your voice. Loud. Proud. And with conviction. Thank you.




