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Good evening, everyone.

Welcome to the start of something big. It’s the first of what we hope will be an annual night to celebrate an important part of UF/IFAS. We reach more than 200,000 kids each year through 4-H.

As key players in agricultural research and innovation, IFAS helps the state’s farmers grow more oranges, strawberries and calves, to name a few. In other words, to borrow a phrase, “To make the best better.” But I’d argue that the most important crop we help cultivate is the next generation of leaders.

You see, we’ve had it relatively easy. But our 4-Hers face the biggest agricultural challenge of all time. And they’ve got to have a response before most of them are 50 years old. 

We need to feed a projected global population of 9.7 billion people by 2050. In other words, these 4-Hers need to help produce more food in the next 40 years than their forbears have since the dawn of agriculture more than 10,000 years ago.

One of the ways we foster leadership is through camping. We’re here tonight to encourage everyone to back our campaign to give Florida 4-Hers the camp experience they deserve.

The camp we plan to build will have all of the modern amenities. Good facilities are important. But the activities, the education, and the friendships that happen in those facilities make a camp the training ground for future leaders. I’m sure it will feature shaving cream fights, campfire stories, marshmallow roasting, cabin vs. cabin competitions. And you know, there will also be some great activities for the kids!! 

Seriously, though, there will be hikes and horses, archery and team building activities. 

Thanks to Commissioner Putnam and his FDACS foresters for their help in making land available in the Welaka State Forest for the new camp.

Thanks to Chef Justin for creating tonight’s dessert. I’m told that he’s even harder to book than the Commissioner! So even though tonight was the Commissioner’s idea, my initial thinking was, “Yeah, great suggestion – if we can get Chef Justin!” Thanks, too, to my good friend Dean Cacciatorre, who again is making this night a special one for both foodies and philanthropists. 

4-H may have roots in our rural communities, but its values of loyalty, service, clear thinking and healthy living apply to children everywhere. And its reach is so extensive that kids who are turned away from other youth organizations find themselves at 4-H. All of our children need this type of development program. 

Let me tell you just a little bit about one of them. Isaiah is from Holopaw in Osceola County. He hadn’t had much success in other youth organizations because they couldn’t or wouldn’t include him in many experiences. The thing is, Isaiah is legally blind.

Last summer Isaiah got to go to 4-H camp in Ocala. He participated in swimming, kayaking, and drama. He got a standing ovation for his solo dance act in the Camp Talent Show. 

When he ran for a leadership position in his club, he squinted hard to read huge font from a binder to make sure he got the words just right. His speech culminated with his declaration that he wanted to be – and I quote -- the “person in charge of 4-H for every kid in the whole world.”

Mike Gutter, I’ll repeat what I told you in Naples last week: Isaiah is gunning for your job first!  Commissioner, you can rest easy for now. Isaiah isn’t eligible to run for Ag Commissioner for nearly 20 years.

[bookmark: _GoBack]4-H makes these stories and grand ambitions possible. And all of you here tonight make 4-H possible. Nick and Mike - I thank you and all of our wonderful 4-H agents and volunteers for that. And so does Isaiah. Enjoy the rest of your evening.
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