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Congratulations on being here. You’re a step ahead of your colleagues in recognizing that Fulbrights are worth your attention.

If you’re part of IFAS, you already have a global ethos that makes the Fulbright a fit for you. After all, no matter what our specialties, at IFAS we’re all addressing the same grand challenge: How do we feed a projected worldwide population of 9.6 billion by 2050? Here’s another way to frame that question: How do we produce more food in the next 40 years than we have in the past 10,000?

A Fulbright can be like rocket fuel for your career. For example, Joshua Lederberg, Emilio Segre, Charles Townes, James Watson and Rosalyn Yalow have two things in common. 

They were all Fulbright scholars. And they all won Nobel Prizes.

You owe it to yourself to at least consider applying.

What makes the prospect of a Fulbright even more exciting is the historic moment we’re at in UF history. Your scholarship can influence the trajectory of a campus that opened more than a century ago. Pursuing a Fulbright right now is a cause bigger than yourself.

The University of Florida is about a year into a renewed commitment to excellence with the UF Preeminence initiative. It’s a campaign to become one of the top 10 public research universities in the United States. That means upping our game in everything we do.

Awards like Fulbrights, with widespread international name recognition, increase the prestige and national standing of UF. It’s one way we can demonstrate we’re top 10. In fact, we could even become number one in this category if we step it up a bit. Only Berkeley and Harvard have more Fulbright scholars than we do this year.

This isn’t just about bragging rights. Fulbrights are a kind of shorthand that signals our excellence to others. That matters because no metric we use to rank us matters as much as that abstract thing called reputation.

How others perceive us influences what kind of students apply for IFAS programs, potential candidates for faculty positions, grant-makers evaluating far more applications than they can fund, philanthropists and donors looking for maximum impact, and researchers seeking the best partners for collaborations.

And it’s the right thing to do.

It breeds a worldwide community of scholars. Other nations can benefit from your expertise. I think of it as almost an academic version of the Peace Corps. It transforms lives and builds bridges of understanding.

Of course, it’s a two-way street. The grand challenge of feeding the world, which I referenced earlier, is so incredibly complex that we need contributions from every corner of the planet to address it. Fulbrights get you to those corners and make you into a global thinker. You just can’t do that as well with email and Google searches. 

With the global nature of agriculture, it’s not surprising that two of this year’s UF Fulbright scholars call IFAS their academic home. Phil Lounibos is an entomologist in our Vero Beach medical entomological lab. P.K. Nair is a distinguished scholar in our School of Forest Resources and Conservation and a 2005 nominee for the World Food Prize – the Nobel of agriculture. 

So please listen carefully today to Dr. Bruna and our international guests.

We need everyone in this room to lift UF to preeminence. The Fulbright is one way to champion the blue and orange.

Again, that’s not just rah-rah stuff. By bolstering UF’s reputation abroad and developing your own knowledge and skills, you help the people around you. You help future students faculty and staff. You help the Floridians served by UF – which is really all Floridians, when you think about the scope of our teaching, research and outreach.

Please consider applying. For your sake, for the Gator Good, and for the world we serve.



