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Thank you, Jasmeet.

Good afternoon everyone. It’s a privilege for me to be a signatory to this MOU. 

This is a case where we have a legal document making better agriculture possible. But really, when you think about it, agriculture gave rise to law. 

Farmers in ancient Mesopotamia built channels for irrigation through floodplains for their wheat and barley. The need for cooperation on these huge projects led to the growth of government and law.

Agriculture has always been a multidisciplinary endeavor. That spirit of collaboration among various fields of expertise is captured perfectly in IFAS’s Center for Remote Sensing. That makes it so appropriate that the Center is hosting this signing and lunch. 

The MOU gives us the opportunity to highlight the interdisciplinary nature and diversity of expertise in our remote sensing research.

I just called the Center an IFAS Center, but it’s really a University of Florida collaboration. The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, the College of Engineering and the Office of Research all have a hand in the Center’s success. There are 40 affiliate faculty from across campus. Just look at the makeup of this room. Remote sensing research at UF is driven by our expertise in satellite and unmanned aerial vehicle technologies, sensor design, communications, agriculture and water, to name a few.

We have very complex problems in agriculture that complicate the grand challenge of feeding a projected 9.6 billion people by the year 2050. It means we have to produce more food in the next 40 years than we have since the Sumerians started irrigating in Mesopotamia.

Remote sensing is among the tools that must play a role if we’re to get there.

Satellite and unmanned aerial vehicle technology will facilitate precision agriculture – identifying which particular areas of a field are in need of treatment, for example. That will reduce chemical use to lower the cost of producing food while protecting the environment.

Remote sensing can increase the accuracy of crop yield estimates. That’s of immense value to individual farmers, of course, but it also helps governments figure out whether a nation’s growers as a whole will be meeting national nutritional needs. And it gives an early read that allows officials to plan for food imports and exports.

We have a School of Forestry at UF. Just think what remote sensing can bring to the monitoring of forest fires and of tree health in remote areas that would be so difficult to access from the ground.

Jasmeet is part of a group that’s working under the auspices of NASA on remote sensing of soil moisture. They’re trying to refine the resolution of the images they get, which are currently too coarse to satisfy the needs of individual farmers.

Just as we recognize that IFAS can’t do this work alone and seek collaborators across campus, we know that the global nature and vast complexity of the grand challenge of feeding the world requires global collaboration – cutting across disciplinary and institutional boundaries.

The specific fruits of this South Africa/Florida collaboration could be many. But regardless of the results it produces, this signing ceremony is significant because it signals our commitment to international cooperation. Global problems require global responses.

I’m so pleased that the vice chancellor of Cape Peninsula University of Technology has traveled all the way from Cape Town to join us for this signing.

Doing a signing in person makes the partnership more meaningful. Because whatever the letter of the law spelled out on its pages, the spirit of the law is driven by face-to-face interaction. 
 
You can’t fax a handshake. Email doesn’t reveal our real-time reactions to each other’s remarks and actions. Technology provides us with amazing collaborative opportunities. But there’s still an important place for in-person meetings, so I thank everyone in this room for being here, whether you’ve come from Cape Town or Grinter Hall.

And with that, I’ll hand it over to Norman.
