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Welcome everyone, and here’s to John Capinera.

This is a big night not just for Entomology but for IFAS. John is by far our longest-serving current department chair.

I’m at my fourth land-grant university since John became the University of Florida’s bug boss.
 
John knows about all manner of insects and nematodes, but I think his favorites are grasshoppers. So I think it’s appropriate to quote Hopper, the feared grasshopper antagonist in A Bug’s Life.

“First rule of leadership: Everything is your fault.”

Here’s some of what we can blame John for:
·  Co-developing the Doctor in Plant Medicine Program, the first program of its kind in the world.
· Co-developing a cooperative Ph.D. program in entomology with Florida A&M, the only program of its kind at a historically black land -grant university.
· Helping start one of only 3 entomology degree programs in the nation provided by distance education technology.
· Fostering the growth of the graduate program from about 55 students to 130, the largest in the nation.
· Initiating the Featured Creatures website to provide county faculty easy access to relevant information about pests. It gets millions of visits annually.
· Presiding over a rise in the department’s endowment funds for student scholarships from $0 to $4.5 million and the number of endowed professorships from 0 to 4, with commitments from a supporter for an additional 3 endowed professorships.

He’s a pretty low-key guy. Early in his career, people called him CAMpinera, mixing up his name with that of baseball great Roy Campanella. John quietly corrected them with a sign on his door that said: “the M is silent.”

And that’s about as worked up as he gets, by all accounts. He likes entomologists, bugs and his peanut butter and banana sandwiches.

Although there’s apparently a story about John dragging a drugged 100-lb. husky through the Denver airport, mostly people talk about John with words like “honesty,” “compassionate,” “influential” and “impactful.”

If you’ve spent time around him, you may recognize as his words some catch phrases like, “People do what they like best,” or “Everyone has a place” or, when discussing conflicting opinions, “The truth is somewhere in between.”

John led by example. He didn’t demanding that his people publish more, he inspired them to by writing and editing for the Encyclopedia of Entomology in his “spare time,” for refereed publications and for EDIS publications. He took annual leave to get some of this done. Of course, he was also busy creating online courses, running the department, doing some of his own research and buying his own lettuce and supplies.

There are plenty of people who work in UF Entomology who have never known the department without him leading it. We’ll all learn what that’s like now.

If we consider the two-striped grasshopper to have a 4-month lifespan, John has been chairman for 84 grasshopper lifetimes.

Thanks for giving us the better part of your professional lifetime, John. 	We salute you, and we wish you well in retirement.

