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Good evening, friends, colleagues, and most of all, farmers.

It’s an honor to introduce tonight’s emcee.

He’s just beginning his second month as president of the University of Florida, and it’s so encouraging for agriculture that he’s here at the Hall of Fame ceremony as one of his first out-of-town events. That he’s here tonight tells you that the University of Florida is about to become an even stronger advocate and more dedicated servant for Florida agriculture. 

Kent Fuchs was born on a cotton farm. 

Yes, a farm! His family worked the red clay dirt of Oklahoma. It was tough enough that his dad decided Alaska would be more forgiving!

Ask him to tell you some time about the trip north. How the four-passenger plane carrying five members of his family ran out of gas.

Over the Yukon Territory.

In winter.

Spoiler alert: He survived. 

Until last month he was an Ivy League provost, the creator of a 
technology campus in New York City and the driver of an initiative to get Cornell students off of their campus and engaging in community service and practical learning.

He’s a member of some of the world’s most prestigious academic organizations. He has raised billions of dollars. He has a penchant for deep thinking honed in part by studies at a seminary. 

When I met him last year in Orlando, I was apprehensive about whether an engineer would appreciate the land-grant mission.

By the end of dinner, it was clear to me that he gets it. UF is his fourth land-grant university. He helped launch the School of Integrative Plant Science at Cornell. He pledged to undertake a statewide tour to meet not just donors and politicians but agricultural stakeholders. After dessert I gave him the Gator pin right off my lapel.

Every time I see him it’s evident how important agriculture is to him. He told me he wants to visit all 67 Extension offices. He told Reggie he’d like to spend an afternoon picking tomatoes!
He rode the IFAS bus to get here. He spent the time visiting with  members of the IFAS team. As usual, he listened more than he spoke.

It’s his turn to talk now.
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